Characteristics of Assessment for Learning

Look at each characteristic and discuss how you might use it in your lessons.  There may be several approaches for each one.

	Key Characteristic of AFL
	How will I do this? 

	Sharing learning objectives with pupils


	

	Helping pupils to know and recognise the standards they are aiming for


	

	Involving pupils in peer and self-assessment 


	

	Providing feedback that leads pupils to recognising their next steps and how to take them


	

	Prompting confidence that everyone can improve


	

	Involving both teacher and pupil in reviewing and reflecting on assessment information


	


Identifying the Learning Objectives

A common pitfall in the sharing of learning objectives is to identify what pupils are going to ‘do’ in the lesson rather than what they will ‘ learn’.

Highlight which of the following are learning objectives as opposed to activities

1. to know how to evaluate a product against a design specification

2. to create a Christmas decoration for a front door

3. to know the characteristics of earthquakes

4. to understand how you can group text graphics and symbols together to make an image that means something and has an effect on people

5. to draw and label a diagram of the eye

6. to debate whether King William deserved to win the battle of Hastings

7. to understand the main causes of World War 1 and their immediate consequences

8. to complete activities 1b, 2c and 3a, page 41, from your textbook

9. to learn to interpret pie charts

10. to improve our skills in dribbling a ball


The Importance of Outcomes

Sharing outcomes at the start of a task is a good way of clarifying what is expected.  At times, however, we may need to spend more time on helping pupils understand what they have to do to reach a particular standard.  This will require the outcomes to be ‘fine-tuned’.  Pupils need 

· to be shown ‘what a good one looks like’

· to be told why it is considered ‘good’ and what specific features contributed to that judgement

· to be given some suggestions about what to do, or to include, in order to reach a similar standard

· to be told what they need to do to reach the next stage in their learning

The following are some ways in which this can be achieved.   For each one give a reason for its use and when you may use it

	Strategy


	Why?                    When?

	Modelling


	

	Showing a good and bad example


	

	Teacher-led discussion against criteria


	

	Peer and self-assessment against criteria


	


Video Sequences

12b   Year 7      science Lesson

	How did the teacher share the learning objectives and outcomes with the pupils?
	How did she make sure that the pupils understood the objectives and outcomes?

	
	


12f  Year 8     RE lesson

	How did the teacher lead pupils into understanding the success criteria?
	Note down any examples of questions or clarifications he may have used

	
	


 12g Year 10    science lesson

	Why is this a good example of peer assessment?


	


Lesson Observation

Consider the key characteristics of AFL and note down any strategies you observe during the lesson with specific examples

	Key Characteristic of AFL
	Specific examples seen in lesson 

	Sharing learning objectives with pupils


	

	Helping pupils to know and recognise the standards they are aiming for


	

	Involving pupils in peer and self-assessment 


	

	Providing feedback that leads pupils to recognising their next steps and how to take them


	

	Prompting confidence that everyone can improve


	

	Involving both teacher and pupil in reviewing and reflecting on assessment information


	


Planning for Peer Assessment

Look at these prompts for developing peer assessment with a class.  See if you can add to the list of prompts to develop a more extensive writing frame which can be used to support a peer assessment task in your subject.

· you have met the criteria here by………………..

· this is your best sentence because

· you could improve this example further by……………….

· you have not met this part of the criteria because……………..

· to reach the next stage you need to include……………………

further prompts ( which may be subject specific)

1

2

3

4

5


Giving pupils oral feedback

Oral feedback is a powerful tool for moving pupils on in their learning.  It is immediate and direct but it can be vague and unhelpful.   The main purposes of verbal feedback are to:

· Acknowledge what pupils have learned and encourage them to reflect and extend even further

· Recognise that pupils need time to reflect on their learning

· Encourage pupils to pose further questions to clarify or further develop their thinking

· Encourage pupils to make next steps

· Encourage individuals with specific help and guidance for further progress

Consider the following examples of oral feedback.  Place the number for each statement on the diagram following

1. Your long jump was poor. Put in more effort next time.

2. Your long jump has really come on.  You may be in the school


team next year.

3. Your long jump was a disaster.  You didn’t touch the 

board, your legs were too straight and I can hardly make out your +

4. Your long jump was good but you should touch the board


and keep your chin forward

5.
Well done.  Your long jump has really improved.  To increase still further you need to push off from the board and keep your chin well forward.  Try these two things next round and let’s see if you can make five metres.  You could soon get in the team.




Providing Effective Written Feedback

Look at these teacher comments and some feedback criteria (A-D) to help judge the usefulness of the comments.  Decide whether the comments provide information about:

A
whether they are on the right track

B
their limitations (plus encouragement to correct the work)

C
a way of improving their learning

D
a way to think through the answer for themselves

	
	Written comment


	Classification

A-D

	1
	You started off well but you have made the same mistake in the last three questions.  Can you see what this is? You may find it useful to go back to the grid method
	

	2
	Your poem about copper sulphate was interesting. We need to discuss how you think copper crystals are made.
	

	3
	Attainment 3 Effort 2. You have made good progress in your handwriting. Your spelling still needs work.
	

	4
	I think we need to talk about this work in more detail.  Yet again you have not completed the work.
	

	5
	Well done. 1 merit
	

	6
	A good ‘best fit’ graph.  The conclusion clearly explains the relationship between the force and the extension of the spring
	

	7
	There are a lot of inaccuracies in this work.  Please check it through again.
	

	8
	This work shows you have a clear understanding of finding the areas of perimeters. What strategies did you use to calculate the answer? What were the important steps for you?
	

	9
	You have plotted some interesting shapes .Well done.
	

	10
	You have included more adjectives, which help bring the character alive on the page, but your sentence structure is not a varied as John’s.  Experiment more by using complex sentences.
	

	11
	Cracking piece of work. I like the diagrams and the interesting way you presented the impact of man on the environment
	

	12
	Keep it up!
	

	13
	I think you have copied all this from the internet
	

	14
	Well done! Your presentation for year 6 pupils was really exciting and engaging.  Do you think the time transition would allow those who are not quick at reading, enough time?
	

	15
	Comment inserted in a spreadsheet comment box on cell F5 :’I think you have used the wrong columns. To work out the ticket prices you would need to look at the costs of the production and how many seats are available’
	

	16
	Wow! You have really put a lot of work into this – thank you. It is detailed and balanced and had me ‘on the edge of my seat’.  Did you learn a lot from it? The only thing I would change is the conclusion, which caught me by surprise because it did not seems to follow from what you had written in the main section of the account.  Does the account need adjusting or the conclusion?
	

	17
	Although this is an interesting piece of writing, with an accurate storyline and creative use of adjectives, the paragraphing is very weak and that makes the whole account much less structured than it should be.
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